
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – The chief of the National
Guard Bureau is bearing gifts of gold to some
Citizen-Soldiers in the Army National Guard
during this holiday season.

The gold is in the form of substantial increas-
es in enlistment and reenlistment bonuses that
LTG H Steven Blum announced at the
Pentagon on Dec. 16. Some of the bonuses will
be increased from $5,000 to $15,000.

The increased bonuses for this fiscal year are
earmarked for new Guard Soldiers who have
never served in uniform, for people who join
the Army Guard after serving on active duty,
and for Guard Soldiers who agree to reenlist

for six years.
Blum promised many Army Guard Soldiers

he met with during recent trips to Iraq and
Afghanistan that he would be announcing the
increased bonuses this month and that they
would be impressed. 

Guard and Army Reserve Soldiers make up
nearly 40 percent of the 148,000 troops in Iraq,
and 42,000 Guard Soldiers are serving in Iraq
and Kuwait, officials reported.  Another 8,200
are serving in Afghanistan. Blum said that

approximately 120,000 Guard Soldiers have
been on active duty at home or abroad at any
given time since terrorists attacked this country
on Sept. 11, 2001.

The increased bonuses represent one effort to
improve the Army Guard's recruiting and
retention efforts during the global war on ter-
rorism and build the Army Guard back up to its
authorized strength of 350,000 troops.
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

SWANTON, Vt. – The four "dots" depicting
his rank on the shoulders of his olive drab
flight suit tell you quite a lot about one of the
new sheriffs in town. His rank insignia, as well
as his Senior Army Aviator wings and his gray
hair, tell you that Chief Warrant Officer 4 Carl
Scherff is one of the Army National Guard's
seasoned helicopter pilots.
This Scherff lives in Mississippi. He flies hel-

icopters for the Tennessee Army Guard. And he
has gotten to know an eastern stretch of the
U.S.-Canadian border extremely well while
flying patrols with night optical devices in the

dark of November and early December nights
during Operation Winter Freeze.
Scherff is one of the seasoned National Guard

aviators from 17 states who are helping the
U.S. Border Patrol look for "special interest
aliens" and weapons of mass destruction that
might be smuggled from Canada into this
country across a 260-mile expanse between the
eastern tip of the Great Lake Ontario and the
New Hampshire-Maine border.
The nightly patrols flown by Army Guard hel-

icopters and Air Guard airplanes, as well as
interstate checkpoints that active Army troops
are helping to man farther inside the Border
Patrol's Swanton Sector, are part of a concerted

effort to capture or keep out illegal aliens from
Canada and countries known to harbor and
train terrorists. And those who are anxious to
do more damage to this country's people and
property.

The U.S.-Canadian border may be one of the
most open and friendly international borders in
the word, but people like Vermont Army Guard
Brig. Gen. Thomas Shailor and the Swanton
Sector's Deputy Chief Mark Henry know that
not everyone who wants to come across is
friendly to the United States.

They are pooling their resources in an effort

Putting the freeze on the bad guys

See FREEZE On Page 6

Chief announces recruiting and retention bonuses
"We're not talking about one weekend a month and two weeks a year
and college tuition. We're talking about service to the nation."

– LTG H Steven Blum

Guard members from five states secure the American-Canadian border during the winter

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell

(Above) This mountainous terrain in
northern Vermont is similar to the
ground that Army and Air National
Guard aviators fly over at night, while
patrolling part of the U.S.-Canadian
border during Operation Winter
Freeze. (Left)  Vermont Army National
Guardsmen Sgt. Tony Wasilewski, a
crew chief, checks out a Blackhawk
air ambulance helicopter at South
Burlington following an orientation
flight near the U.S.-Canadian border.

See BONUSES On Page 7
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From the Chief ...
(Editor’s Note: The following is a 2004 holiday

message from LTG H Steven Blum, chief of the
National Guard Bureau.)

In this special holiday season, I'd like to
offer my sincere best wishes to the Guard
family -- our force of Army and Air
Guardsmen and civilians -- for your remark-
able commitment to protect freedom and
defend the United States.
This year there will be over 120,000 Citizen

Soldiers and Airmen who are away from
their families during the holidays. We must
all focus on the immense sacrifice, commit-
ment and selfless service of these men and
women who are all volunteers, serving in the
National Guard. As we gather with our own

families this season, our thoughts and our
prayers are with them.

Both at home and abroad, you give our
nation priceless gifts through your service --
our cherished freedoms and the opportunity
for us all to live in peace.

I'm enormously proud not only of our serv-
ice members, but their families and employ-
ers who support and encourage their dedica-
tion to our nation. I'm honored to serve with
this magnificent team and wish each of you
a happy holiday season and blessings for a
prosperous New Year. 

H Steven Blum
Lieutenant General, USA
Chief, National Guard Bureau

Chaplain offers guidance for troops and family during the holidays
Chaplain, Col. John B. Ellington, Jr.
Chief, National Guard Chaplain Service

ARLINGTON, Va. – The holiday season
can be the most wonderful time of the year.
It can also be the most stressful time, espe-
cially in light of National Guard mobiliza-
tions. We are currently at our highest level of
mobilization since World War II. Family sep-
aration during the holidays makes the normal
stress even more intense.

Families often pass down traditions as well
as develop new ones for the holidays. When
there is an empty chair at the table, it is not
the same as previous years. For our loved
ones deployed and in harm's way, there is a
deep sense of sadness because they are not
sitting at the table.  
My son was 18 years old when he joined the

National Guard. During that Thanksgiving
holiday, he was in technical school. We had
the traditional family meal, but his chair was
empty. When he called that day and said he
had pizza at the student recreation center, the
sadness became even worse. We all had a
tear in our eye that day. Separation is equal-
ly difficult for those deployed as it is for
those left behind. So what do we do this
year? 

First, we need to be realistic and realize it

will be difficult for everyone who is separat-
ed during the holidays. 

Second, we need to talk openly about the
separation. It is important that our families
understand why we serve. We need to tell our
loved ones why we wear the uniform.
Children especially need to know why mom
or dad is gone. My family never talked about
being in the Army, Navy, Air Force, or
Marines. Instead, they always referred to
someone being in "The Service". This con-
cept of serving our country is powerful, and
we must tell that story to our family.   

Third, it is okay to express our sadness and
our emotions with others.  
Fourth, it is very important to be creative in

drawing on every resource possible to help
us through these stressful times. Family sup-
port groups, spiritual resources, community
organizations, and friends (especially those
in similar situations) can play unique roles in
providing comfort and encouragement dur-
ing the periods of separation.   

In tapping our spiritual resources, remem-
ber we are not alone! Prayer does serve to
connect us with those we love. Even when
we are not with our loved ones, God is.

We in the Guard have been leaving our
homes and communities since 1636 to
defend our way of life. We will continue to

do so and we will get through this year with
the help of God and each other. 

Whether at home or in theater, the Army
and Air National Guard chaplains and chap-
lain assistants are there for you, praying for
you, helping in any way they can. We wish
everyone holiday greetings in whatever tra-
dition you are accustomed, and we pray for
the day when the world is truly at peace. 

Blum

Ellington

New rules for National Guard, Reserve promotions
By Jim Tice
Army Times staff writer 

ARLINGTON, Va. – Guard and Reserve
officers of the basic branches no longer will
compete against each other for promotion. 

Beginning Jan. 1, the Army promotion list
competitive category used by mandatory
reserve promotion boards will be split into
three components: National Guard, Army
Reserve and Army Reserve element of the
Active Guard and Reserve (AGR) program 

In the past, these officers competed against
each other despite differing selection
requirements for each of the three categories. 

The resulting Army promotion list for the
basic branches and Judge Advocate
General's Corps would then typically have
too many selections in one category, and not
enough in one or both of the others.
The policy change allows the annual boards

that meet in St. Louis to select to the require-
ments of each component. 

The Army Reserve part of the new system
includes members of Troop Program Units,
the Individual Mobilization Augmentee pro-
gram, and the Individual Ready Reserve. 

Full-time Army Reserve officers will com-
pete only against other members of the
Active Guard and Reserve program. 

Civilian and military education remains a
requirement for promotion in the reserves,
according to officials in the Office of the G1.

The Officer Basic Course and a bachelor's
degree is required for advancement to cap-
tain; the Officer Advanced Course for pro-
motion to major; at least 50 percent of the
Command and General Staff Officer's
Course for lieutenant colonel, and all of
CGSOC for colonel.

According to the 2005 schedule posted by
the Reserve Selection Board Secretariat in
St. Louis, the majors board will meet March
8-April 1; the colonel board July 12-Aug. 5;

the lieutenant colonel board Sept. 13-Oct. 7,
and the captains board Nov. 7-18. 

"There will be no change in when and
where we're going to hold the boards," said
an official. 

A December 2003 policy change designed
to streamline Reserve officer promotions,
allows mobilized Army Reserve officers on
recommended lists to be promoted immedi-
ately when matched against a position for the
next higher grade in the Reserve force struc-
ture.

Promotable National Guard officers can be
promoted immediately when appointed to a
vacant higher-ranking "federally recog-
nized" position in their state.
The policy change also lifts restrictions that

linked promotions for mobilized officers to
vacancies in their mobilized unit. Because of
stop-loss, vacancies rarely occur during
mobilization.  
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Citizen-Soldiers, Airmen Guard the holidays
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – NORAD, to the delight of kids
young and old, has a terrific Christmas Eve tradition of
tracking Santa Claus as he flies across the heavens, bound
for the United States and the homes of those who believe
they have been good enough to receive another holiday
visit.
Fact is, this will be the 50th year that the North American

Aerospace Defense Command has monitored St. Nick's
progress, said spokesman Michael Kucharek. Call it what
you will, Christmas magic or yuletide fantasy, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command never fails to
please. 

Santa, however, is known to be a friendly sort and is the
only one who NORAD and the men and women of the
National Guard are willing to give unfettered access to the
United States. Other friends are welcome to come through
ports of entry. Those who could be considered a threat to
the American people are strongly encouraged to keep out.
The National Guard also has a tradition, dating back 368

years this month, of defending our homeland. Army and
Air National Guard troops are on alert this season, in the
name of homeland security, to help make sure that terror-
ists do not get into this country and deliver any devastat-
ing holiday surprises.

"Both at home and abroad, you give our nation priceless
gifts through your service – our cherished freedoms and
the opportunity for us all to live in peace," LTG H Steven
Blum, chief of the National Guard Bureau, said in his hol-
iday message.

He thanked this country's force of Army and Air Guard
members and civilians "for your remarkable commitment
to protect freedom and defend the United States."

In the Northeast, for example, Army Guard pilots in hel-
icopters and Air Guard aviators in twin-engine airplanes
are flying night patrols over a stretch of the U.S.-Canadian
border while helping the U.S. Border Patrol detect, deter
and monitor "special interest aliens" attempting to sneak
across the border, perhaps with weapons of mass destruc-
tion, along eastern New York, Vermont and New
Hampshire. It is called Operation Winter Freeze.

The intent is to keep illegal aliens bent on destruction
from reaching such American cities as New York, Boston,
Philadelphia or Washington. 

In Alaska, National Guard members at Fort Greely are
staffing a new missile defense system designed to knock
out incoming enemy missiles aimed at virtually any part
of North America.

This is the first holiday season that the Alaska National
Guard's ground-based, midcourse missile defense battal-
ion is operating, said Alaska Guard spokesman Maj. Mike
Haller.

This is also the first holiday season that the Alaska Air
Guard is fully engaged in defending its turf against enemy
airplanes. The Guard officially took over the Air Force's
Regional Air Operation Center at Elmendorf Air Force
Base on Oct. 1.
The new 176th Air Control Squadron, with support from

the Canadian Forces, is conducting 24-hour air sovereign-
ty and theater air control operations with the 11th Air
Force.
Air Guard pilots are either flying jet fighters or standing

ready to intercept unidentified aircraft that fly into the air-
space of every major population area. The Air Guard does
not announce when or where it is flying these combat air

patrols for security reasons, but the planes are up there or
ready to scramble up there in a hurry.

National Guard and civilian agencies it supports intend
to make it very clear that this is not a good time of year for
bad people to show up unannounced; nor is there any good
time of year.

"We want to send a message to the special interest
aliens," said Mark Henry, deputy chief of the Border
Patrol's Swanton Sector that oversees the New York-New
Hampshire northern border. The Border Patrol is the lead
federal agency for Winter Freeze. 

"We want them to think there is a strong certainty of
arrest, prosecution and deportation if they try to come
through the Swanton Sector," Henry added.

Meanwhile, 32 National Guard civil support teams and a
dozen new Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear or

High Yield Explosive Enhanced Response Force
Packages, CERFPs for short, are ready to roll out across
the country in case they need to help civilian authorities
and large numbers of people deal with weapons of mass
destruction.

The 22-member civil support teams are primed to check
out disaster sites for deadly agents that could harm other
emergency responders. The CERFPs, each with approxi-
mately 100 members, have been formed during the past
year to provide medial aid and decontaminate large num-
bers of victims. They will also be given the tools and the
training to locate and extricate victims from the rubble of
damaged buildings.

Guarding the homeland is serious business during what
is a joyous time of year. But National Guard Soldiers and
Airmen are doing, or are ready to do, whatever is required
to keep America safe for the holidays.

CERFPs remain on call to defend the homeland

By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va– What does the United States have
this holiday season in the way of homeland security that
it did not have one year ago? How has the National
Guard improved the security blanket over this entire
country?

You can sum it up in five letters: C-E-R-F-P. 
Eleven  Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear or

High Yield Explosive Enhanced Response Force
Packages in as many states have been organized, trained
and evaluated as being ready to help the citizens of this
country survive the effects of a
weapon of mass destruction in the 12
months since Americans observed
the 2003 Thanksgiving, Christmas
and Hanukah holidays.

"That is a remarkable achievement.
You should be proud of what you, the
National Guard, have done," LTG H
Steven Blum, chief of the National
Guard Bureau, has told National
Guard leaders from across the country.
"This country is safer because of what you have done."

These 11 teams, Guard officials said, in conjunction
with 32 Civil Support Teams, have given Americans an
extra blanket of security that stretches coast to coast. 

Blum has assured people across this country that these
teams are on call, ready to support civilian authorities
and agencies every day and every night.

The 32 Civil Support Teams each have 22 members
who are trained to test disaster sites for deadly chemical,
biological and radiological agents immediately after an
incident and advise emergency responders - police, fire-
fighters and medical personnel – on appropriate
response measures.
The 11 CERFP teams each have about 100 people who

assist the Civil Support Teams by locating and deconta-
minating victims in a relatively short time.

Teams are strategically located across this land in
California, Colorado, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois,
Massachusetts, Missouri, New York, Pennsylvania,
Texas, the state of Washington and West Virginia.  A
year ago the National Guard's CERFPs was only an
idea.

They have come together in a remarkably short time.
The operational planning, which began in September
2003, called for the 12 teams to be trained and ready to
roll by Oct. 1.

But that timetable was moved up two months, to Aug.
1, because the threat of a possible catastrophic event -
perhaps to disrupt the November general elections. Ten
of the 12 teams made that new deadline.

One of the things that helped, team members
explained, was while the CERFP teams may be new as
a National Guard concept, they are not brand new units.
They are made up from chemical,  medical and security

units already existing in their states.
Those elements are being leveraged
to perform a new mission. The teams
were not created from scratch.

"These CERFPs provide a regional
response capability comprised of
existing traditional Army and Air
National Guard units jointly organ-
ized to rapidly respond to a weapon
of mass destruction incident by per-

forming mass casualty and patient
decontamination, assisting with medical response and
providing a security element," Blum explained late in
the year.

"The power of the CERFPs is that we did not create
new units," Blum said.
"These regional assets … are forward deployed through-
out the United States and available to the nation 24
hours a day. Additionally, and most importantly, they are
deployable capabilities, fully available to combatant
commanders."

Come 2005, the CERFPs will be bolstered with per-
sonnel equipped with sensing devices and trained to find
and extract victims from the rubble of buildings at a
weapons of mass destruction incident site.

"In the months ahead, additional Guard engineer per-
sonnel will receive training and equipment to be able to
locate and extract victims from a contaminated environ-
ment," the Guard Bureau chief promised.
That is just one more way, Blum has said, that National

Guard members in the 54 states and territories "make a
difference in America every single day."

“These regional assets …
are forward deployed
throughout the United
States and available to the
nation 24 hours a day”. 

– LTG H Steven Blum
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – Active Army Lt. Col.
Greg Rist was not about to let  little things
like a neck brace or a damp, foggy morning
along the Potomac River keep him from tak-
ing part in a celebration for the National
Guard's 368th birthday on Dec. 10.

"It can be painful in weather like this, but
we're all one team. That's why I came to
this," said the 50-year-old Rist after enduring
some discomfort to join a couple of hundred
National Guard Bureau people who walked
or ran a mile or two at Fort Leslie J. McNair
in Washington, D.C., to observe the occasion
that Friday morning.

Rist explained he underwent surgery on
Oct. 1 to have three discs removed from his
spine. He was one of the birthday walkers
because it is still too painful to run, added the
Army liaison officer assigned to the Army
Guard's Readiness Center in Arlington, Va.

"Everyone in our Policy and Analysis
Branch team came over here," Rist added.
"That's why it was important for me to join
them."

LTG H Steven Blum, chief of the National
Guard Bureau, hosted the run and walk near
his Quarters 1 home at Fort McNair as well
as a cake-cutting ceremony at the Readiness
Center for the second straight year.  

The Guard's anniversary as this country's
oldest military force actually occurred on
Monday, Dec. 13, Blum reminded both of his
audiences. That, he explained, is when peo-
ple will be sworn in as new Minutemen,
members of the Army and Air National
Guard, across the country. 

That is when the newest Guard men and

women will hear how the National Guard
was born in 1636 - when the Massachusetts
General Court ordered that three regiments

be formed from militia units in 15 towns to
protect settlers against the threat presented
by the Pequot Indians. The North, South and
East regiments totaled approximately 1,500
Citizen-Soldiers, according to Michael
Doubler's 2001 book "I Am the Guard."

Thomas Hall, the fourth assistant secretary
of defense for Reserve Affairs, joined Blum
and other Army and Air Guard leaders at the
Readiness Center to wish the nearly
460,000-member National Guard a happy
birthday.

"The National Guard is ideally positioned
for homeland defense and to fight America's
wars," Hall said. "I don't agree with those
who say you ought to do one or the other.
You've got to be able to do both, and you are
doing that in magnificent fashion."

Hall also encouraged Guard members to
keep on striving to persuade Congress and
the Bush Administration to continue improv-
ing the benefits for Guard people who are
being mobilized for the global war on terror-
ism and for other missions at home and
abroad.

Blum pointed out that more than 120,000
Guard members are serving in 44 countries,
including Iraq and Afghanistan, Kosovo,
Bosnia, the Sinai, and at the Guantanamo
Bay Naval Station in Cuba during this holi-
day season.

"It is my view that when a Guard member
or a reservist is mobilized, the benefits for
them and their families should be the very
same as [for] active duty [personnel]," Hall
said. "We need to continue expanding and

working on these benefits."
The time is ripe to do that, he maintained,

because more than 50 changes in benefits
and other things for the Guard and Reserve
were made in the 2005 Defense
Authorization Act. "That's probably the
largest [number] in a quarter of a century,"
Hall said.
"What that tells me is that we're being hand-

ed on a golden platter the opportunity to con-
tinue changing with this Congress and this
administration things that we need to," he
added.
"You should be very, very proud of what we

have done and of what we are doing.
Because what we are doing is unprecedent-
ed," said Blum after pointing out that nine
Army Guard combat brigades have been
committed to the war on terrorism so far and
that the Air Guard has flown 90 percent of
the combat air patrols over this country since
terrorists attacked America on Sept. 11,
2001. 

"Your National Guard is alive," the Guard
Bureau chief added. "There is no longer a
question of whether we are relevant. We are
absolutely essential. This nation cannot
defend its borders and its citizens without the
Army and Air National Guard."

Blum said that swearing in the new recruits
across the country on Dec. 13 "will focus
everybody's attention on recruiting and about
bringing in new Minutemen and women" as
the National Guard observes 368 years of
defending America. 

Happy Birthday: National Guard Celebrates 368 years

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen

LTG H Steven Blum, chief of the National Guard Bureau, leads a Dec. 10 fun run at Fort McNair in Washington, D.C., to
observe the National Guard's 368th birthday. Blum is wearing a blue cap. Command Sgt. Maj. John Leonard Jr., the
Guard Bureau's senior enlisted advisor, is to the right of Blum. 

Photo by Master Sgt. Paul Cook

Many hands gripped the sword used to cut the cake on Dec. 10 as (in front,
from lef),  Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs Thomas Hall, LTG
H Steven Blum and Sgt. Elizabeth Adesida, the youngest enlisted Soldier serv-
ing at Guard Bureau.(Back) Lt. Gen. Daniel James III, left, director of the Air
National Guard, and Lt. Gen. Roger Schultz, right, director of the Army National
Guard.
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By Master Sgt. Lek Mateo
Texas Army National Guard 

FORT POLK, La. – Treating a patient who has suffered
a traumatic wound in a sterile environment can be very
stressful. But trying to provide medical care for an injured
person in the ice-cold rain, covered in thick mud and
being shot at can be more than overwhelming.

For medics of the 56th Brigade Combat Team, 36th
Infantry Division, this was business as usual as they con-
duct advanced trauma training at the Joint Readiness
Training Center in preparation for their deployment to
Iraq.
These Soldiers have just less than a month to refine their

medical skills using training aides and simulated patients
before they will have to treat real wounds inflicted on the
battlefield. 

Capt. James D. Clay, a medical officer of the JRTC
Operations Group medical division in charge of trauma
training, explained that 10 percent of combat casualties
die before they get to a treatment facility and that the
Army has prioritized treating wounded Soldiers on the
battlefield.

"We're changing the way we do things from the past,"
Clay said. "We're now focused more on the frontline level
of care for our Soldiers."
Clay added that the training is designed not only to eval-

uate the medics' proficiency on the required 12 individual
medical treatment tasks, but also to provide them with
more in-depth tactical training as well.

"The other area of the training taught to our medics is
getting the medics used to operating with a security team
when they are on their missions," Clay  said. "We don't
want our medics working in a dangerous situation with-
out protection." 

Staff Sgt. Jason O. Ramsey, a senior medic, is well
aware for the need of this type of realistic training at the
JRTC. He said is important to help prepare Soldiers prop-
erly so that they can train effectively and do the job for
real.
Ramsey also stated that the training helps them identify

deficiencies that they need to work on to ensure all their
medics are up to speed on all of the tasks in which they
need to be proficient.

"We don't have a simulated mission," Ramsey related.
"Everything to us as medics is real-world, and the train-
ing that we perform is very important because it is some-
one's life that we're dealing with, and we take that seri-
ously." 
The crimson-red blood stains that remained on Spc. John

L. Westbrook's hands after treating a "patient" with a sim-
ulated amputation under fire is made of a mixture of food
dye and vinegar. However, he has seen the real thing, hav-
ing treated the same type of wound in his civilian job as a
firefighter. He is confident that he and the other medics

will do their jobs in Iraq. 
"As medics, treating injured Soldiers is still our main

priority," Westbrook said. "That is what we do, that is our
calling."

A hospital Emergency Medical Technician, Spc. Vivian
E. Parker said that the training today was very realistic.
She noted that the gunfire and having to interact with the
civilians on the battlefield gave them an additional chal-
lenge that they all had to deal with. 

Parker added that the training has given them a reality
check on the mission ahead and the quality of care that
they are expected to provide. 

"I hope to take what we did here today and build on it
and take the lessons learned and train on it and make our-
selves better Soldiers," Parker said. "I want to help other
Soldiers who put their life on the line, and if they fall, I
want to be there to provide them the best care that I pos-
sibly can."

Let’s get tactical: Medics train for future deployment to Iraq

(Above) Soldiers of the 1st Battalion 509th Infantry (Airborne), role-playing as Special Forces oper-
ators, fight off an enemy attack alongside Soldiers of the 56th Brigade Combat Team, 36th Infantry
Division during a medical training exercise . (Right) Cpl. Gilbert D. Juarez patrols the area for enemy
forces in a mock town where other medics are providing treatment for innocent civilians during a
medical training exercise.

Army photo by Master Sgt. Lek Mateo 
Sgt. Sabrina K. Pizzi (center) uses an Iraqi translator to calm down a distraught resident of a mock
town during a medical training exercise at the Joint Readiness Training Center located on Fort Polk,
La. Pizzi is a member of the 111th Engineer Battalion, 56th Brigade Combat Team, 36th Infantry
Division. 
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to keep the bad people out and to break up
sophisticated smuggling rings that are trying
to get them in. The Border Patrol is oversee-
ing the operation as the lead federal agency,
and the U.S. Northern Command is partici-
pating at the Border Patrol's request.

Winter Freeze is a homeland defense oper-
ation that has been beefed up with National
Guard assets for the nearly three months
between the Nov. 2, 2004, presidential elec-
tion and the Jan. 20, 2005, inauguration. But
that is not its only purpose, officials
explained.

"We started Operation Winter Freeze over
a year ago," explained Henry. "It is not
specifically tied to this election and inaugu-
ration season. Our primary concern is the
overall security of the United States."

This is the time, however, that the National
Guard is the most heavily engaged. Shailor,
for example, is the military joint task force
commander in charge of what is believed to
be the largest concentration of
Reconnaissance and Air Interdiction
Detachment (RAID) OH-58 helicopters in
National Guard history.

Five states have sent helicopters, pilots and
ground personnel to the Vermont Army
Guard's James D. Kneeland Flight Facility in
South Burlington for the first rotation. Five
more states are sending similar assets for the
second rotation. They are coming from as far
away as Georgia and Oklahoma.

Meanwhile, Air Guard crews from across
the country are flying twin engine C-12 sur-
veillance planes out of Syracuse in upstate

New York.
The two types of

National Guard air-
craft are used for
counter-drug opera-
tions. They are
equipped to detect
people and vehicles
on the ground. They
are now flying at
night, it was
explained, because
that is when most

people try to cross the border illegally.
Their mission is to detect, deter and moni-

tor that kind of activity, Shailor explained.
"The Guard has the right assets and the

experienced people to do this mission," he
said. "We have the right aircraft with the
right surveillance systems on board and the
radios that can communicate with personnel
on the ground. It's the right mix and the right
thing to do."

The helicopter pilots who are flying over
the cold and sparsely populated border
region are among the most experienced in
the National Guard. They know what to look
for.

"People act in predictable manners," said
Scherff. "Deer hunters will wave at you.
When people take off running, that tells you
something. And people driving without their
lights on is also not normal. People who
don't have anything to hide don't run.

"If we see something, we may mark it and
move on or we may maintain contact, what-
ever the Border Patrol wants us to do,"

Scherff added.
So far, the early winter cold has been the

biggest challenge for the pilots from the
South.

"Our helicopters don't have heaters that are
as efficient as the ones in the Vermont heli-
copters," explained Chief Warrant Officer 4
Gareth O'Bannon from Virginia. "It kind of
makes you want to dress a little warmer."

Air Guard personnel are also helping
Border Patrol intelligence people by record-
ing information that officials hope will lead
to arrests, convictions and deportations.

And Army Guard air ambulance personnel,
members of the 86th Medical Company from
South Burlington, Vt., and Westfield, Mass.,
are standing by with Blackhawk helicopters,
ready to search for and rescue other Winter
Freeze aviators or people working ground
details, should misfortune come their way.

"We're able to fly day or night in any con-
figurations we need to in order to get people
out in case of trouble," said 1st Lt. Jesse
Remmey, the medevac leader. That unit
gained a lot of experience during a full year
of peacekeeping duty in Bosnia, he said.
That mission ended last March. 

The Border Patrol, which covers the U.S.
borders between the ports of entry, can put a
lot of agents on the ground, but it has limited
air assets - two helicopters and a single-
engine plane for the Swanton Sector, Henry
explained.

"The Guard is filling in the holes," said
Henry, a 30-year Border Patrol veteran who
has come to respect the Guard personnel he
has worked with in Vermont for many years.
"Now we can have aircraft in the air every
night. And we've been burning up a lot of
overtime since 9-11. The Guard gives us
some much-needed relief.

"We want to send a message to the special
interest aliens," Henry said. "We want them
to think there is a strong certainty of arrest,

prosecution deportation if they try to come
through the Swanton Sector.

That stretch of the border is critical, it was
explained, because of its proximity to
Montreal, Ottawa and Quebec City, Canada's
most heavily populated region, and the direct
access along Interstates 87 and 91 to U.S.
east coast cities such as Boston, New York,
Philadelphia and, yes, Washington.

The idea is that Canada could be a staging
ground for terrorists to enter and attack the
United States, especially since Montreal has
one of Canada's largest concentrations of
Muslim people, about 100,000. And
Montreal is easily accessible by air and sea
to special interest aliens.

The fact that the border is vulnerable was
hammered home on Dec. 2 when the Royal

Canadian Mounted Police reported that a
bomb apparently made from 16 sticks of
dynamite had damaged a support column for
a Hydro Quebec major power line that serves
part of Boston. 

The explosion on Canadian soil, a mile and
a half northeast from the border town of
Norton, Vt., did minimal damage and did not
disrupt the flow of electricity. But an unclas-
sified report stated that "authorities do not
believe at this time that it was an amateur
job."  

The military force for Operation Winter
Freeze is the fourth such joint task force to
be commanded by a National Guard general.

Shailor, earned his spurs flying Hueys in
South Vietnam.

FROM PAGE 1

Freeze

Photo by Master SGt. Bob Haskell
Chief Warrant Officer 4 Rollin Knifley from the Kentucky Army National Guard gets ready to lift off from South
Burlington, Vt., in an OH-58 helicopter for an Operation Winter Freeze night patrol along the U.S.-Canadian border. 

Henry

Photo by Pfc. Jason Brace

Vermont Army National Guard Brig. Gen. Thomas Shailor commands the joint
military task force for Operation Winter Freeze. "It's homeland defense, and
that's what we do," he said. 
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Border security is a hush-hush topic for a Vermont team
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

SWANTON, Vt. – Senior Airman Sheila
Sternisha finally has something in  common
with her husband Joe when it comes to talk-
ing about her work. She can't talk about it. 

The conversation might go something like
this:

Sheila: "Hi, honey. What have you been
doing?"

Joe: "I can't tell you. What have you been
doing?"

Sheila: "I can't tell you either."
That may be simplifying things a bit, but

there are some things the Sternishas can't
share with each other in the quiet of the
evening, even though they have been mar-
ried for seven years. That's because much of
what both members of the Vermont Air
National Guard are doing these days is
secret.
Security forces Capt. Joe Sternisha, his wife

explained, has served as an antiterrorist force
protection officer during his recent deploy-
ments to such places as Qatar and Iraq. He
has not been able to tell Sheila anything
about what he has been doing while he has
been away, she added.

Sheila Sternisha is on a five-member Air
Guard team from the 158th Fighter Wing in
Burlington, Vt., that is helping the U.S.
Border Patrol's intelligence section at the
Swanton Sector's headquarters during
Operation Winter Freeze.
"I think it's very exciting," said Sheila about

the part she is playing in defending the
American homeland after working for 25
years as a dental technician. "I didn't know
there were so many bad people in the world,"
added the mature woman who joined the Air
Guard in July 2003 after a 17-year break in
service. She had originally served for more
than six years in the active Army.
"I came back because of the terrorist attacks

and to get a military retirement. Now I want
to go to intelligence school," said Sheila who
has been helping ease the Border Patrol's
intelligence workload since early November
as part of Joint Task Force Winter Freeze. 
That is an ongoing operation that the Border

Patrol is emphasizing from November
through January, with lots of help from the
National Guard, to more closely monitor the
U.S.-Canadian border from eastern New
York to the New Hampshire-Maine border
and keep out or capture special interest

aliens and weapons of mass destruction.
National Guard helicopters and airplanes

are flying surveillance missions along that
stretch of the open, international border at
night. Active Army Chemical, Biological,
Radiological and Nuclear Explosive
(CBRNE) units are helping man checkpoints
on interstates leading from Canada's most
heavily populated region to New York City
and Boston.

Meanwhile, the five-member Air Guard
team led by 1st Lt. Shawn Legonidec spends
its days helping the Border Patrol by record-
ing all of the information that patrol officers,
military personnel and other law enforce-
ment agencies are gathering about people
who are trying to enter this country illegally.
The Border Patrol is the lead federal agency

for Operation Winter Freeze.
"The National Guard has sent us some

experienced personnel who are helping us
accomplish our job here," said Paul Moran,
the Border Patrol agent in charge of the
Swanton Sector's intelligence section. "They

have been a valuable asset in linking togeth-
er some of the major smuggling operations
in this area of responsibility."

The Guard team earns its keep by entering
the information into computer databases so
that Border Patrol's intelligence experts have
more time to analyze it, explained
Legonidec. She is taking time off from her
civilian job as a hospital lab technician to
lead the Air Guard team. 

Other members are Tech. Sgt. Mike
Dickinson, a former IBM industrial engi-
neer; Tech. Sgt. Mike McGarghan, a chap-
lains assistant who returned from a tour in
Afghanistan in October; and Tech. Sgt.
Crystal Farnsworth, a fulltime intelligence
specialist with the Vermont Air Guard fight-
er wing.
"Intelligence is like putting a puzzle togeth-

er," explained Farnsworth. "You try to put
bits and pieces of information together and
make a big picture."

That, Border Patrol and National Guard

officials explained, may lead to arresting
suspected terrorists from as many as 100
countries, who are trying to enter the U.S.
through Canada, confiscating weapons that
could be used against the American people,
or breaking up smuggling rings intent on
sneaking illegal aliens and weapons into this
country. 

"I had no idea that so many illegal aliens
from other countries come from Canada to
the U.S.," Farnsworth said. "This work gives
me a sense of justice. I believe that we will
eventually get the bad guys."
No one, however, talks very much about the

bits and pieces of information that could
become part of the big picture that could in
turn lead to arrests and prosecutions and
deportations. That information is best
described as "close hold."

That is why Sheila and Joe Sternisha can't
talk about their work when they are together
these days. But, hey, they can always talk
about the kids. 

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell

This team from the Vermont Air National Guard is supporting the U.S. Border Patrol's intelligence section in Swanton,
Vt., during Operation Winter Freeze. In front, from left, are 1st Lt. Shawn Legonidec, Senior Airman Sheila Sternisha,
and Tech. Sgt. Crystal Farnsworth. In back, from left, are Tech. Sgt. Mike Dickinson and Tech. Sgt. Mike McGarghan. 

The bonus increases for fiscal year 2005
include:
-- An increase in enlistment bonuses from
$8,000 to $10,000 for people without prior
service who sign up for one of the Army
Guard's "top 10" military occupational spe-
cialties, such as the infantry, military police
and transportation.
-- An increase from $5,000 to $15,000 for
prior service people who enlist in the Army
Guard for six years.
-- An increase in reenlistment and extension

bonuses from $5,000 to $15,000. 
Guard Soldiers will receive a lump sum for

reenlisting. New Guard Soldiers joining the
military for the first time and those with
prior service will be given a 50-50 payment
schedule. 

The eligibility for receiving reenlistment
bonuses has been extended by two years.
Guard Soldiers previously could not receive
a bonus after 14 years of service. They are
now eligible through 16 years.

Blum has also promised to double the
Student Load Repayment Program - from

$10,000 to $20,000. 
Another effort is to add 1,400 recruiters to

the Army Guard's national recruiting force -
increasing it from 2,700 to 4,100 - over the
next three months.

"We're in a more difficult recruiting envi-
ronment," Blum told news reporters.
"There's no question that when you have a
sustained ground combat operation going
that the Guard's participating in, that makes
recruiting more difficult."

The Guard Bureau chief also said that the
Guard will change its recruiting message to

more accurately reflect the fact that many
Citizen-Soldiers are now pulling tours of
duty overseas for at least a year.

"We are correcting, frankly, some of our
recruiting themes and slogans to reflect the
reality of today," Blum told The Washington
Post. "We're not talking about one weekend
a month and two weeks a year and college
tuition. We're talking about service to the
nation."

People interested in obtaining more infor-
mation about the increased bonuses can call
their local Army National Guard recruiters.

FROM PAGE 1

Bonuses
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National Guardsmen serve in a winter wo
By April Conway
Support Forces Antarctica

McMURDO STATION, Antarctica – From
the snow-crusted peak of Mt. Erebus volcano
outside his window, to the camp huts used by
Antarctic explorers a hundred years ago out
his door, to the wayward penguin taking a
snooze near the ice flightline, his morning
commute is different than any other. He's a
man at the bottom of the world.  
Master Sgt. Scott Wanner, a joint inspection

team member from the 123rd Airlift Wing,
Kentucky Air National Guard, says his four-
week rotation to McMurdo Station,
Antarctica is nothing short of spectacular.
"There are mountains and valleys nearby, but
no plant life, no spiders or bugs or other crit-
ters here," he said. "It's 180 degrees from any
place I've ever seen." 

Approximately 115 airmen from the
National Guard and the United States Air
Force participate in Operation Deep Freeze
each year airlifting cargo and passengers
into, out of and around the continent. Their
mission supports the U.S. Antarctic
Program, which is funded and managed by
the National Science Foundation.

The most visible part of the military's con-
tribution from McMurdo Station is intra-
continental cargo and passenger transporta-
tion, taking supplies to and from outlying
camps on the ice. Wanner is charged with
ensuring cargo pallets are weighed and bal-
anced safely and correctly. "We're inspecting
things I've never seen on a C-130 before,"
Wanner said. "We're checking out snowmo-
biles, polar tracked vehicles, lots of hazmat
stuff like compressed gasses and fuels, any-
thing the scientists need at the South Pole or
other deep field camps around Antarctica."

From Siple Dome to Thwaites Glacier to
the South Pole, the 139th Expeditionary
Airlift Squadron, made up of Guard mem-
bers from Scotia's 109th Airlift Wing in
upstate New York, flies the only ski-
equipped transport aircraft in the Department
of Defense. The unit is charged with opera-
tions and aircraft maintenance in the harsh
continent without the perks of a hangar or

the parts availability a robust supply chain
offers. 
The unit deploys anywhere from six to eight

aircraft to McMurdo and rotates one to
Christchurch at all times for maintenance
during the austral summer season. While
polar duty at McMurdo isn't necessarily fore-
most in the public's mind when they think of
military missions, Operation Deep Freeze
has been a military staple since 1955. 

The 139th is part of the bigger entity of
Support Forces Antarctica, which is head-
quartered at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois
under the United States Transportation
Command.  There's also a detachment in
Christchurch, New Zealand.  Support Forces

Antarctica is made up of the 139th plus sup-
port personnel in logistics, medical, chap-
laincy and administrative positions. As the
summer progresses U.S. Coast Guard ice-
breakers, Military Sealift Command supply
and tanker ships, and a Navy cargo handling
battalion will join the team as well.   

Duty lengths for military folks range from
five weeks to six months. The military com-
munity, though, makes up only a small per-
centage of the McMurdo residents in the
summer. Hundreds of scientists, researchers,
heavy equipment operators, and other con-
tracted support personnel make up the
diverse population of the station. A dining
facility lunch table may host the foremost
ozone depletion expert in the world, an Air
Guard crew chief, a university professor
working as a dormitory custodian, and a pro-
fessional dive instructor from Hawaii now
gathering mollusk specimens from frigid
polar water for study under an NSF grant.

The research on the continent includes 50
automatic weather stations, four geophysical
observatories (also unmanned) and approxi-
mately 30 field camps. Research into solar
seismology, cosmic background emissions
from the Big Bang, marking the beginning of
the universe, sea ice mammals and micro-
scopic organisms, Antarctic ozone and conti-
nental drift are just the proverbial tip of the
iceberg of the vast amounts of scientific
inquiry made below the 60th parallel.

Wanner says his duty on the ice has given
him the opportunity to see how well the
Guard works with the Air Force and other
services for peaceful missions. "We're fight-
ing in Iraq and Afghanistan right now, but

we're also helping facilitate new discoveries
in the coldest, windiest, driest place on
earth," the six-year Guard member said.

Temperatures at McMurdo during the aus-
tral summer rival winter temps in the north-
ern United States. From October through
February, the height of Operation Deep
Freeze activity, highs reach into the low 40s
F and nights dip close to zero. Sharp winds
can easily bring the temperatures well below
zero, making maintenance work on the air-
craft nearly impossible. The sun stops setting
in mid-October and rotates around the sky,
not setting again until the end of February.
The 24-hour daylight, though, means round
the clock shifts. It's a good thing, too. In the
five months of ODF, crews will move over
6,000 short tons of cargo, 2,100 passengers
and more than 4 million pounds of fuel.

Many McMurdo residents arrive on station
in C-17 Globemasters or C-141 Starlifters.
Those aircraft, while owned and operated by
the Air Force, are essentially contracted from
the U.S. Transportation Command. Their
cargo capacity makes them ideal for moving
resources into McMurdo, but their lack of
skis prohibits them from landing at any of
the remote camps. The LC-130 Hercules is
the on-continent workhorse of the SFA. 
Like any C-130, the LC-130 is designed for

operations in austere locations and has a
much shorter runway requirement than other
cargo aircraft. The ski-equipped aircraft
takes off and lands not only on short, unim-
proved runways, but also on the slick ice and
compacted snow that's nearly 2 miles thick at

Photos by April Conway

(Above) The LC-130 Hercules, outfitted with skis, is the workhorse of Support Forces Antarctica's intra-continental
transportation fleet. (Below) An unidentified airman applies ground power to a recently-landed LC-130.

See ARTIC On Page 9
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er wonderland at the bottom of the world

the South Pole.
Its size and configuration makes it a natural

for missions to McMurdo and other extreme
locations on the ice. The reliability of the
New York LC-130s also makes them ideal
for Antarctic operations. The Air Force's mis-
sion capable rating for C-130s is 75%. Even
through extreme operating conditions and
maintenance limitations at the polar site, the
139th's mission capable rating over the past
three years has averaged 95%. 

According to the maintenance supervisor
for the 139th, Chief Master Sergeant Dave
Willoughby, that impressive rating is due
directly to the people turning the wrenches,
"Our unit has many years of corporate
knowledge of these aircraft and what it takes
to keep them running in this climate. We do
lots of preventive maintenance." 
Willoughby is enjoying his 14th year on the

ice and his unit has performed the polar mis-
sion for many years prior to that. The 139th
began with limited involvement in 1975 and
eventually took over the mission from the
U.S. Navy in 1996. In the northern hemi-
sphere summer the unit can be found per-
forming similar missions in Greenland.   

The number of flights performed on the ice
in a season is determined by the amount of
cargo and the number of passengers needed
at McMurdo and in the outlying camps.
Knowing weather plays a significant role in
flight operations and realizing many flights
are cancelled due to those conditions, the
139th scheduled close to 500 flights in the 18
weeks of Operation Deep Freeze this year
with the hopes of completing 85% of them.  

In addition to the flying operations per-
formed at the bottom of the world, dozens of
Guard and active duty augmentees from
across the world descend upon McMurdo
Station and Christchurch to round out the
mission requirements. Safety NCOs from
Missouri and Mississippi Guard units,
Wanner and other aerial porters from
Kentucky, Ohio and California Guard units,
flight surgeons from Minnesota and Virginia,
and administrative staff from Nevada and
other units are all part of the total force team

that make up SFA.
Commander of SFA, Col. Tye Beasley, said

the Guard members assigned to him have
been top notch. "People who come down
truly want to be here and their enthusiasm for
this mission is unmatched," he said.  "Some
only stay part of one season, some come year
after year, but I daresay the experience stays
with them forever."

Senior Master Sgt. Steve Hanneman, who
has worked for SFA for the past three years,
has split his time between Scott AFB in
Illinois working for the U.S. Transportation
Command, who oversees the polar mission,
Christchurch, New Zealand, where
Detachment 13 acts as a support station for
aircraft and personnel supporting Operation
Deep Freeze, and McMurdo Station, where
he has worked as a services NCO. Hanneman
believes his open mind and willing attitude
has earned him the experience of a lifetime.

"What started out as a short-notice, 30-day
assignment to Antarctica three years ago
turned into 184 days in New Zealand and
Antarctica last year. This year was supposed
to be 90 days, but I've just been hired as a full
time Pacific Command AGR chief master
sergeant in Hawaii  in support of this mis-
sion," Hanneman said. 

FROM PAGE 8

Artic

Photo by April Conway

(Above) With Mt. Erebus in the background, Master Sgt Scott Wanner, 123rd Airlift Wing, Kentucky ANG, takes a break
from a hike up to Castle Rock. (Below) Wanner checks cargo straps on a pallet of hazardous material set for a flight to
the South Pole.

Antarctica quick facts
* Population: In the austral summer,
1,100. In the austral winter, about 200.
* No government owns Antarctica; the
Antarctic Treaty signed in 1959 by 12
countries agreed to reserve the continent
for peaceful and scientific activities.
* Wildlife: No flowering plants exist at
McMurdo or elsewhere in the high-lati-
tude Antarctic.  
* Weather: In the summer, temperatures
reach up into the 30s and 40s F, but in
winter, strong winds can bring the wind
chill down under -100 degrees F. The sun
is up 24 hours a day from mid-October
until the end of February.
* Social Life: A community chapel, two
bars, a 2-lane bowling alley, a ceramics
room, three gymnasiums, a library, video
rental, a coffee house, Armed Forces
Radio and Television Service, a recre-
ation office that hosts bingo, yoga, trivia
nights and many cross country skiing and
hiking opportunities are available to
McMurdo residents. 

Photo by Master Sgt Paul Hinen
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Guardsmen build the road to peace – literally
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan – Building the
first stretch of a 76-mile road through the
forbidding desert in southern Afghanistan is
how a couple of hundred Army National
Guard Soldiers are heavily engaged in the
global war on terrorism.

The two-lane road is the new stake that
United States forces are driving into the
Taliban heartland three years into the fight to
undermine and destroy the terrorist forces
that attacked America on Sept. 11, 2001.

Army Guard combat engineers from
Louisiana and New York make up most of
the road-building force.

It is one way that U.S. and other coalition
forces are trying to help rebuild and stabilize
this ancient, war-ravaged land more than a
year after the U.S. announced the end of
major combat operations against the Taliban
and terrorist insurgents on May 1, 2003.

The road project, which is expected to take
about two years to complete, is intended to
connect the ancient city of Kandahar with
isolated Tarin Kowt in the neighboring
Oruzgun Province, a part of Afghanistan still
influenced by the Taliban.

That, National Guard officials explained,
would make that region more accessible to
the newly formed central government and
open it up to agricultural marketing and
commercial trade.

"It is transforming military victory into
strategic success," said LTG H Steven Blum,
chief of the National Guard Bureau. "It will
allow the Afghan government to reach its cit-
izenry in remote rural areas. This is enabled
by the National Guard engineers who are
doing remarkable work on that road."

In short, the road would help diminish the
effectiveness of the Taliban and the al-Qaeda
terrorist forces of Osama bin Laden in the
Oruzgun Province. 

"Terrorists hate a road. It opens up isolated
areas to new ideas and ways of doing things.
A road gives local people more options and

expands government presence," said John
Finney, Ph.D., Blum's new political advisor.

The road, which is following what is little
more than a footpath across the high desert
terrain, would make it possible to drive from
Kandahar to Tarin Kowt in two or three
hours as opposed to the 16 to 18 hours it now
takes travel between the two places.

The Army Guard engineers had built an
estimated 15 miles of that road by
Thanksgiving week, and private contractors
had paved about half of that distance with
crushed rock, reported Command Sgt. Maj.
Gregory Thompson.

He is the senior enlisted Soldier for the
Louisiana Army Guard's 528th Engineer
Battalion that since July has spearheaded the
road building project. It is one of the new
front lines that Army Guard Soldiers like
Thompson and Capt. Jonathan Dilmore and
Spec. Chandra Brown and other Army Guard
engineers are manning far from their
American homes. 

Forward Operations Base Tiger built out-
side of Kandahar, is the dustbowl home for
the engineers and their heavy equipment dur-
ing this holiday season that seems as remote
as the road they are building. 

"It's hard to believe that people back home
are getting ready to celebrate Thanksgiving
and Christmas. That all seems so far away,"
said Brown a few days before she planned to

join her parents, sister and three brothers for
Thanksgiving with all of the trimmings in
Monroe, La. 

It would be the first significant holiday that
Brown has spent with her family since New
Year's Day because she has been away from
her home since March 2, she said. She will
be back on duty in Afghanistan by
Christmas, after two weeks of leave.

Meanwhile, work continues on the
Kandahar-Tarin Kowt road from dawn to
dusk seven days a week in what is still a dan-
gerous land.

Army Guard Soldiers maintain helicopters
in a hanger beside another hanger which they
claim is where the Taliban made its last stand
before abandoning Kandahar, their last
stronghold in the country, on Dec. 7, 2001.

Guard Soldiers also nonchalantly told of
how a couple of rockets aimed at the
Kandahar airport where they are living and
working "fell short" on Nov. 19. That was the
same day that an Afghani man working on
the road with the Guard Soldiers was report-
edly severely wounded near FBO Tiger dur-
ing an apparent ambush.

Remaining on a constant combat footing is
not the only challenge, said Dilmore, a gen-
eral engineer who was the project officer
when the Guard engineers began building the
road. There is a little matter of water in the
landlocked country where it rains just five or
six inches a year in the southern region.
"It's not a problem cutting and filling a road

through this terrain," Dilmore explained.
"But water is necessary for compacting a
road. That is the critical piece."

So far the engineers have gotten their water
from contractors and a shallow lake that is
rapidly drying up, Dilmore explained. He
was confident that the project would contin-
ue even if the Louisiana and New York engi-
neers' year of duty in Afghanistan would
expire before the road is finished.

It's a logical job for the National Guard,
Finney pointed out, because many of the
Citizen-Soldiers are seasoned engineers and
construction workers who bring their civilian
skills to this military operation.

Blum further pointed out that Guard and
Army Reserve Soldiers, who are older and
more experienced than active Army troops,
constitute 28 percent of force now serving in
Afghanistan.

There is plenty of satisfaction in having
started this key road project, Dilmore said,

even if those Guard members would be back
at home by the time it is completed.

"We will leave a part of a road, a piece of
our legacy behind us," Dilmore observed.
"That's a U.S. Army legacy and a National
Guard legacy." 

The Experience Factor
Georgia Army National Guard Spc. Aaron

Frick is a candid young man who makes no
bones about the fact that he did not want to
go to Afghanistan. The fact that his first duty
day there, as a member of the aviation unit
Task Force Diamondhead, was last April
Fools' Day added to his sense of surreal
about spending a year away from his wife
Toni and infant son Asher. 

Eight months later, however, the 24-year-
old Frick had acquired a more positive per-
spective about taking part in Operation
Enduring Freedom in the southern Afghan
city of Kandahar.

"The more I got involved, the more I know
it would be all right," he said a few days
before Thanksgiving. "My fear of the
unknown has subsided with experience."

Although he was trained to refuel the task
force's helicopters, Frick has had an entirely
different experience. He is the Webmaster
for Company F, 131st Aviation, thanks to his
background in graphic design, the fine arts
and computer programming.
He moves about, takes photos of the outfit's

Soldiers from Georgia, Alabama and
Washington state in action, and posts them
on the Web site, www.companyf131.com. 

He had posted 1,300 photos on that site by
Thanksgiving week, Frick explained, so
families could feel connected with their far-
away Soldiers. He also puts up photos of the
Soldiers families, if he gets them, as well as
information about the deployment and mili-
tary benefits that may help the families. 

"I began basic training at Fort Leonard
Wood, Mo., the week after 9-11," said Frick,
who originally signed up with a Michigan
Army Guard engineer battalion before mov-
ing to Georgia and joining the aviation unit.
" I knew I would be going someplace. It was-
n't a matter of if. It was a matter of when."

Now that he has become an experienced
Soldier, Frick said that he and his friends
"are all proud to serve; to do the mission and
to put in our time."

Photos by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell

An American Soldier watches over a stretch of new road that Army National
Guard engineers are building between Kandahar and Tarin Kowt, through
Taliban country, in southern Afghanistan. 

“My fear of the unknown has
subsided with experience.”
– Georgia Army National Guard Spc. Aaron
Frick currently serving in Afghanistan. 
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National Guard celebrates the end of Bosnia peacekeeping missions
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

TUZLA, Bosnia – Indiana Army National Guard Spc.
Jessie Wine said he didn't know very much about Bosnia-
Herzegovina when the U.S. Army's 1st Armored Division
rolled into that troubled, war-torn land nearly nine years
ago.

"I was in junior high school. I remember bits and pieces,
but it wasn't my priority then," said the 20-year-old Guard
Soldier from Muncie, Ind., who took part in a chapter of
Army and National Guard history at Eagle Base in Tuzla
the day before Thanksgiving.

That's when U.S. troops, including members of the
Indiana Army Guard's 38th Infantry Division, marked the
end of nine years of NATO peacekeeping duties in Bosnia
by "casing the colors," or putting away the flag, of Task
Force Eagle during a morning ceremony at Peacekeepers
Hall.

"It's an honor to be here to see this wrapped up," said
Wine, whose priorities changed when he joined the Guard
two years ago. He stood in the 38th Division's formation
for the ceremony that preceded the actual transfer of the
peacekeeping mission from NATO to the European Union
scheduled for Dec. 2.

Wine said he would now like to serve in Iraq, where the
18-month shooting war has overshadowed the peacekeep-
ing mission in Bosnia. If he gets his wish, Wine would be
among thousands of National Guard Soldiers waging the
war against global terrorism in Afghanistan and Iraq after
cutting their teeth in Bosnia and Kosovo, observed LTG H
Steven Blum, chief of the National Guard Bureau.
"The successful commanders and Soldiers that I've seen in

Afghanistan and Iraq, those who can handle the ambigui-
ties and complexities of multiethnic and multinational
operations, really learned their trade in the Balkans," Blum
said. "It's been immeasurably helpful in the success that
we're starting to see in Afghanistan in particular and in cer-
tain parts of Iraq."
National Guard Soldiers and Airmen were among the first

to be mobilized when the peacekeeping mission began
before Christmas in 1995, when Bosnia was considered one
of the most dangerous places on earth. Guard troops have
been taking part ever since as peace has prevailed in the
Balkans.

"This ceremony officially marks mission complete and
mission accomplished," said Gen. B.B. Bell, commander of
U.S. Army Europe, in Tuzla on Nov. 24.

It also officially marked the end of the National Guard's
leadership role in keeping the peace among the Serbs,
Croats and Bosniacs who had waged a devastating civil
war for nearly four years. The estimated death toll sur-
passed 200,000 people. Another 1.8 million became
refugees.
Army Guard divisions have led six of the 17 NATO peace-

keeping rotations, including the final four, in the northern
part of the country since U.S. and other NATO forces
moved into Bosnia beginning on Dec. 20, 1995, six days
after the Dayton Peace Accord was signed to end the hos-
tilities.

Five of the six Army Guard generals who have com-
manded Multinational Division (North) since March 2000
attended the ceremony.

Among them were retired Maj. Gen. Robert Halverson,
whose 49th Armored Division from Texas was the first
Guard outfit to command and oversee that Stabilization
Force: Blum, who commanded Maryland and Virginia's
29th Infantry Division and SFOR10 and who is now into
his second year as chief of the National Guard Bureau; and
Brig. Gen. Timothy Wright from the 38th Division who is

commanding the 15th and final SFOR rotation.
Maj. Gen. James Mason from the Kansas-based 35th

Division and Maj. Gen. Richard Nash, from Minnesota's
34th Infantry Division, also attended after commanding
SFORs 13 and 14 from March 2003 to March 2004 as
brigadier generals. 
Mason now commands the entire 35th Division. Nash is a

National Guard special assistant to the U.S. Northern
Command and North American Aerospace Defense
Command in Colorado.

Brig. Gen. John von Trott from Pennsylvania's 28th
Infantry Division, who commanded SFOR12 during the
winter of 2002-03, did not attend the disestablishment cer-
emony.

The U.S. presence in Bosnia has steadily decreased over
the nine years since some 20,000 heavily armed American
troops were among the 60,000 NATO troops who began the
peacekeeping mission.

The current NATO force of about 7,000 included nearly
900 Army Guard Soldiers in the 38th Division who began
their SFOR15 rotation last March. About 400 of those
Guard Soldiers were left in Bosnia by Thanksgiving week,
said a division spokesman, and about 250 of them will
remain after the European Union takes charge. About 150
will remain in Tuzla. The rest will serve at a new NATO
headquarters in Sarajevo. 

Guard people who have served in Bosnia have their own
feelings and their own war stories about this peacekeeping
mission.

Sgt. 1st Class Paul Mouilleseaux, then a member of the
Kentucky Army Guard's 133rd Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment, remembers April 24, 1999, as if it were yes-
terday.  

"We visited an orphanage in Tuzla," Mouilleseaux
recalled. "There was a certain amount of sadness because
we knew that the kids had been orphaned by the war. But
children are so resilient. They have no agendas. They just
want to be kids. So it took about 10 seconds for the mood
to go from somber to joyful.

"The visit lasted for only a couple of hours. But that was
one of those moments when, at the end of the day, you
could really be proud of what you represent as an American
Soldier," said Mouilleseaux who now serves fulltime with

the National Guard Bureau in Arlington, Va.
Seeing was believing for Lt. Col. Lee Baker who arrived

in Bosnia with other members of the 38th Division last
March.  

"I didn't agree with this mission back in 1995. I thought it
was just another case of the U.S. getting involved in some-
one else's problem," said Baker, the SFOR15 intelligence
officer. "But since being here, I have seen how absolutely
ignorant I was. When you see where tens of thousands of
people were murdered, you realize it was an atrocity. I did-
n't know what was going on. 

"Now I admire President Clinton for doing what he did
[by sending in U.S. troops]. It was the right thing to do,"
Baker added. "It's an honor to be a part of it."

Many Guard Soldiers have shared in that honor. None
more than the Texans in the 49th Armored Division who
became the first Guard outfit to lead the Stabilization Force
beginning in March 2000 after undergoing months of train-
ing. 

"To me, there was nothing to prove," recalled Halverson
who commanded that division. "A reporter asked me if I
was afraid our reputation would be tarnished. I told him our
reputation would only be enhanced.

"And I was right. We pushed the peace process forward
with each rotation," Halverson said. "Now I feel good that
this mission can continue without U.S. Soldiers being here.
I'm happy that this has become another place we will not
have to ask our Soldiers to come to and leave their families
and their communities and their employers."
"I think that Bosnia is nothing less than a magnificent mil-

itary success story," said Blum who commanded the
Multinational Division (North) forces from October 2001
to April 2002.

"We have enabled the Bosnian people to move towards a
multiethnic society, to achieve self-governance, and to
merge three warring factions into one military organiza-
tion," Blum added.

"The part that the Guard has played from day one of that
mission until now has been nothing less than essential. The
civilian acquired skills and experience that the Citizen-
Soldiers and Airmen brought into the Balkans was a cata-
lyst for positive change," he said. "I'm not so sure it would
have been nearly so successful without their involvement.

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Haskell, National Guard Bureau

Five of the six Army National Guard generals who have commanded the Multi-National Division
(North) Stabilization Force in Bosnia-Herzegovina attended the Nov. 24 disestablishment ceremony
for Task Force Eagle in Tuzla on Nov. 24. From left, in the order in which they served, are retired Maj.
Gen. Robert Halverson, 49th Armored Division, Texas; LTG H Steven Blum, 29th Infantry Division,
Virginia, and now chief of the National Guard Bureau; Maj. Gen. James Mason, 35th Infantry Division,
Kansas; Maj. Gen. Richard Nash, 34th Infantry Division, Minnesota; and Brig. Gen. Timothy Wright,
38th Infantry Division, Indiana. 
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All Guard team takes first and second place in Marine Corps marathon
By Spc. Katie Loseke
Nebraska Army National Guard

WASHINGTON D.C. – They may be get-
ting older - but they are still getting better.

As word about the National Guard
marathon program spreads, young, able-bod-
ied Army and Air Guardsmen are training
hard to make the team - but it is the old-
timers, the veterans of the over-40 club, who
keep dominating the headlines.
For example, the All Guard National Guard

Marathon Team recently earned first and
second place team titles in the Masters cate-
gory, along with a second place finish in the
Mixed team event during the Marine Corps
Marathon held in Washington, D.C. Oct. 31.
"Our team did great. Everyone worked hard

and performed as best as they could," said
Chief Master Sgt. Jabby Young, a runner
from the Montana Air National Guard and
member of the National Guard "Old Glory"
Master's team, one of several teams the All-
Guard Marathon Team sent to run in
Washington.

Young has been a part of the Guard's
marathon program since its inception in
1984. As one of the original veterans of the
team, Young said he was proud that the
team's Masters runners can still show the
rookies how it's done.

Taking first place in Washington was the
National Guard "Defenders." Final scores
are based on the combined times of the top
three runners of each team. The "Defenders"
earned the Masters Team gold with a collec-
tive time of 9:03:56. 
Running for the "Defenders" were Sgt. Curt

Carey with the Indiana Army National
Guard, Lt. Col. Kevin Guinee with the
Massachusetts Air National Guard, Maj.
Ross Shales with the Louisiana Army

National Guard, Capt. Victor Cuevas and
Spc. Luis Diaz, both with the Puerto Rico
Army National Guard.

All though the "Defenders" took 1st place,
the second place team was only a few min-
utes behind. Following closely in the
Masters category with a time of 9:11:12 were
the members of the National Guard "Old
Glory" team.

Members of the team were Sgt. Ramon
Garcia and Spc. Arcides Colon, both with the
Puerto Rico Army National Guard, Maj.
George Graff with the Utah Army National
Guard, and Young with the Montana Air
National Guard.

Considering that more than 18,000 runners
competed at this year's Marine Corps
Marathon, Staff Sgt. Jack Murphy, All Guard
Marathon Team coordinator, said he was
pleased with the team's performance.

"Any time you can finish first and second
when there are that many runners, you know
your program is doing something right," said
Murphy.

Young agreed, saying he was not only
pleased with the performance, but excited,
proud and a little relieved. For Young, the
Marine Corps Marathon was his last with the
All Guard team. After 32 years in the Guard
and 20 years with the team, Young is calling
it quits.

"If I could have picked my last marathon
with the team it would have been the Marine
Corps Marathon," said Young.

Young said there is something about run-
ning in military competitions that draws him.
"The competition at military events gives
you a little extra drive," said Young. "I
always push a little harder because I know
the military runners are doing the same
thing."

Not only does Young like the competition at
the Marine Corps Marathon, which he said is
his favorite, he also likes the course. In fact,
he ran his fastest marathon ever in
Washington D.C., a 2:36. 
"When you are running a marathon, a lot of

it is a mental race," said Young. "Going past
all the monuments in Washington D.C. helps
take your mind off the race. They turn into
those uplifting things that help you get past
the difficult times."

Young said watching the scenery isn't the
only thing he likes about coming to
Washington D.C.  Camaraderie between the
different services as they run keeps everyone
going. Young said he has especially enjoyed
the bond he shares with other members of
the All Guard team.

"The relationships we have built will last
way beyond any military career," said
Young. "I've been running with a lot of these
people for 20 years."

Young said he has gotten to know a lot of
people through the marathon team and had
the opportunity to run with a lot of gifted
runners. One of the runners Young is talking
about is James Bresette, a wheel mechanic
with Arkansas Army National Guard's 224th
Maintenance Company and a runner on the
All Guard team.

Bresette is just one of the many Masters on
the All Guard team that keeps the cliché "age
before beauty" close to his heart. And, while
he may be over fifty, he is still going strong.
Bresette finished 29th overall in the
marathon with a time of 2:43:54.

Even though Bresette was not part of either
of the Masters' teams, he was the first All
Guard team member to cross the finish line.

"I'm really happy with my time.  It was a
tough finish up those hills, but I kept push-
ing," said Bresette, adding that other runners
on the course would cheer him on as he
passed.

"This is one of the biggest races I've ever
been to," said Bresette. "The support was
phenomenal, which helped cheer everyone
on."

Bresette said that he felt his performance
and the performance of the team was good.
"We all trained hard for this and it showed.
I'm an ex-Marine so this race means more to
me than some of the others I've run; I'm just
glad we made such a strong showing."

The National Guard "Striders," made up of
men and women, placed 2nd in the Mixed
team category with a time of 11:05:38.

Members of the team were Senior Master
Sgt. Max White with the Oregon Air
National Guard, Staff Sgt. Sheldon
Shelltrack with the North Dakota Army
National Guard, Lt. Col. Colleen Chipper
with the Virginia Air National Guard, and
Sgt. Penny Hytrek with the Nebraska Army
National Guard.
Although the team is in the Mixed category

because it had two men and two women, it
was also mixed with experience. Two mem-
bers of the team are Masters, while the other
two were rookies - one of whom is brand
new to the team while the other has only
been the team for a little over one year.

Once again it is apparent that the rookies
have a lot to learn from the veterans.

Lt. Col. Kevin Guinee, Massachussetts Air National Guard and member of the
National Guard's All-Guard Marathon Team pushes his way up a hill in
Washington, D.C., during the annual Marine Corps Marathon, Oct. 31. Guinee
helped his Master's Team win the Overall Master's Team Title.

Photos by Spc. Katie Loseke

(Above) Montana Guardsman, Chief
Master Sgt. Jabby Young helped pro-
pel his Master's team to a second
place finish. (Below) Lt. Col. Colleen
Chipper of the Virginia Air National
Guard helped pace the "National
Guard Striders" to a second place fin-
ish in the mixed team event.
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By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – The 54 states and ter-
ritories do not have to use their allotment of
National Guard appropriations to pay their
National Guard troops who perform home-
land defense missions considered "necessary
and appropriate" by the secretary of defense.

The federal government would provide
those additional funds for troops called up to
protect citizens or infrastructures, such as
bridges, railroad facilities and power plants,
in the states and territories. Furthermore,
those troops would remain under the com-
mand of their governors. 

That is a significant provision for the
National Guard in the 2005 National
Defense Authorization Act that President
George W. Bush signed into law on Oct. 28.

The law allows governors, through their
adjutants general, to maintain command and
control of their Guard forces performing
homeland defense activities even though
they are being paid with federal funds.

National Guard troops will be able to serve
under this provision for up to 180 days, but

the governors may extend their tours one
time for an additional 90 days "to meet
extraordinary circumstances," with the
defense secretary's approval.

"We needed a clear, unambiguous law so
that the National Guard could legally per-
form operational missions at home funded
by federal funds but in the command of the
governors and the adjutants general. Now we
have it," LTG H Steven Blum, chief of the
National Guard Bureau, recently told Guard
Bureau staff members.
"It is not fair for the states to have to pay for

their National Guard members to perform
national security events," Blum added. "This
is a huge arrow in the quiver of the secretary
of defense."

The law makes it possible for Guard mem-
bers to perform, in Title 32 status, homeland
defense activities in support of the secretary
of defense and the states, Guard Bureau offi-
cials pointed out.
The law states that the defense secretary can

provide appropriate funds to the states where
Guard members take part in approved home-
land defense activities to pay for:

-- Pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence,
gratuities, travel and related expenses of
Guard members in that state.
-- Operation and maintenance of equipment
and facilities.
-- Procurement of services and equipment
and the leasing of equipment.

Guard members would receive full federal
pay and allowances based on their military
rank and time in service and would be eligi-
ble for medical, disability and other benefits
available to federal, or Title 10, service
members.

"Homeland defense activity" is defined in
the law as "an activity undertaken for the
military protection of the territory or domes-
tic population of the United States, or of the

infrastructure or other assets of the United
States determined by the Secretary of
Defense as being critical to national security,
from a threat or aggression against the
United States."

The law also states that homeland defense
activities must not degrade the training and
readiness of Guard units and personnel.

"The performance of the activities is not to
affect adversely the quality of that training or
otherwise interfere with the ability of a mem-
ber or unit … to perform the military func-
tions of the member or unit," the law reads.

"The performance of the activities is not to
degrade the military skills of the members of
the National Guard performing those activi-
ties."

President George W. Bush signs National Defense Act into law
"We needed a clear, unambiguous law so that the National Guard
could legally perform operational missions at home funded by fed-
eral funds but in the command of the governors and the adjutants
general. Now we have it,"

– LTG H Stevem Blum

National Guard to support
Gubernatorial inaugurations
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. – National Guard troops in 11 states and Puerto
Rico are preparing for some post-holiday festivities in January. They
will take part, in one way or another, in the inaugurations for their state
commanders in chief - their governors.
It is one of those occasions when National Guard Soldiers and Airmen

in Missouri, for example, get to take part in a public celebration while
supporting state and local law enforcement agencies in the name of
homeland security.

Gubernatorial elections were held in American Samoa, Delaware,
Indiana, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, North Carolina, North
Dakota, Puerto Rico, Utah, Vermont, the state of Washington, and West
Virginia in November.

Wherever there was a gubernatorial election, you can count on there
being an inauguration early in the new year, acknowledged a
spokesperson for the National Governors Association.

The inaugurations began as early as Jan. 2, if a winner is declared in
Puerto Rico, and last practically until George W. Bush is inaugurated
for a second term as president in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 20.

Guard troops are expected to take part in every state inauguration
except in American Samoa which does not have a National Guard
force.

Missouri is pulling out all of the stops for Governor-elect Matt Blunt,
according to Guard officials in the Show Me State who have prepared
Operation Order 05-05 with the catchy subtitle "(Show-Me Smooth
Transition)" for the Jan. 10 inaugural festivities.

The order calls for the 35th Engineer Brigade to have a Quick
Reaction Force ready to roll in case of an emergency. Members of
Missouri's 7th Civil Support Team and the state's newly minted CERFP
team of Guard people trained to help emergency responders and vic-
tims deal with weapons of mass destruction will also be on duty or on
call.

Missouri's CERFP is one of 12 Chemical, Biological, Radiological,
Nuclear or High Yield Explosive Enhanced Response Force Packages
that have been trained and evaluated across the country within the last
year. They can be deployed to wherever they are needed, including
other states, to provide medical aid and decontamination support for
civil authorities during the inaugural season.    

The nation's 32 Army-certified civil support teams can also serve in
other states.

Guard secures Presidential library 
By Tech. Sgt. Bob Oldham
189th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. – Rain, and lots of it, could-
n't dampen the spirits of Airmen assigned here to
help make the William Jefferson Clinton Presidential
Library opening ceremonies a success  on Nov. 18.

Active duty Airmen from the Air Force Band of
Mid-America from Scott Air Force Base, Ill., kicked
off the official grand opening, entertaining an esti-
mated 30,000 gatherers while 200 Arkansas National
Guard Airmen and Soldiers, called to state active
duty by Gov. Mike Huckabee, helped the Secret
Service and local law enforcement officials secure
the perimeter, transport distinguished visitors and
escort them to their seats.

"It's definitely not something you get to do every-
day," said 1st Lt. Patti Walters, a 189th Airlift Wing
escort officer who seated dignitaries at center stage.

Staff Sgt. Jamar Bennett, a security forces journey-
man from the 189th Security Forces Squadron
agreed. He worked crowd control at the distin-
guished visitor entrance with Secret Service officials
and city police.
The previous night, the band's jazz ensemble played

a four-hour set at a private party in the library for the
former president and invited guests.

"Ted Danson came up to us and said we were one
of the best bands he's ever heard," said 1st Lt. Leslie
Brown, a band spokesperson.
A light morning rain began to dry up and the clouds

appeared to clear for a brief moment. As the band
took its place on stage and began to warm up, the
rains began to come; light at first, but as the ceremo-
ny rolled on, it eventually turning into a downpour.

The library sits on a 30-acre tract downtown along
the south bank of the Arkansas River here. The cen-
ter site includes the Presidential Library and
Museum, the Rock Island Railroad Bridge, which
will be renovated to become a pedestrian bridge that
crosses the river, and the Choctaw Station, built in
1899. The station will house the Clinton School of

Public Service and Clinton Foundation offices,
according to the library's web site.

The 20,000-square-foot museum contains artifacts,
gifts and highlights of former president Clinton’s
accomplishments, complete with a replica of the
Oval Office.

The library contains nearly 2 million photographs
and more than 75 million pages of paper documents.

For more information about the library go to
http://www.clintonpresidentialcenter.org/index.htm.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Bob Oldham

Staff Sgt. Jamar Bennett, an Arkansas Air
National Guard security forces journeyman,
assists with crowd control at the William
Jefferson Clinton Presidential Library grand
opening.
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Contacting a Family Program Coordinator near you
The National Guard Family

Program office in each state joint
force headquarters (JFHQ) is
designed to assist family mem-
bers of all service members,
regardless of the military organi-
zation or status, with informa-
tion and/or referrals. Following
is a list of Family Program
offices in the 54 states and terri-
tories followed by Wing Family
Program Coordinators. 

Alaska
State Family Program Director 
SMSgt Jan Myers
505 W. Northern Lights Blvd.,
Suite108
Anchorage, AK 99503-2552

168ARW
Nola Barnes
2680 Flightline Ave. Ste. 117
Eielson AFB, AK 99702-1794
Office/DSN 205-714-2699

176 WG 
Emily Derksen
505 W. Northern Lights Blvd Suite
108
Anchorage, AK 99503-2552
Office/DSN 907-264-5346

Alabama
State Family Program Director
SGM Hubert Chance 
1720 Cong WL Dickerson Dr.
Montgomery, AL, 36109-0711
Office/DSN (334)-271-7283 / 363-
7283 or 1-(800) 231-2846

117ARW
Pamela Lacey
5401 East Lake Blvd.
Birmingham, AL 35217
Office/DSN 205-714-2699/ 778-
2699

187FW
Sharon Hubbert
5187 Selma Hwy.
Montgomery, AL 36108-4824
Office/DSN: 334-394-7119/ 358-
9119

Arkansas
SFC Mary Myers
Camp Robinson
North Little Rock, AR 72119
Office/DSN: (501) 212-4102 / 962-
4102 or 1-(800) 446-4645

188 FW
Eva R. Patton, CIV/FAM
Family Readiness Support
Coordinator
188FW AIR NATIONAL GUARD
4850 Leigh Avenue
Fort Smith, AR  72903-6096
Office/DSN: 479-573-5167 / 778-
5167

189AW
Juanita Owens 
189th AW Family Program
112 CMSGT Williams Drive
Little Rock AFB, AR 72099-4802

Arizona 
State Family Program Director
CW4 Jan Finney
5636 E. McDowell Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85008-3495
Office/DSN: (602) 267-2593 / 853-
2593 or 1-(800) 233-7758

161 ARW
Glen Klassen
3200 E Old Tower Rd.
Phoenix, AZ. 85034-7263
Office/DSN: 602-302-9094/
853-9094

162 FW
Jolene Helt
1650 E Perimeter Way
Tucson, AZ 
Office/DSN: 520-295-6566/ 844-
6566

California
State Family Program Director
Steven Read
CAJS-FP Box 54, 9800 Goethe
Sacramento, CA 95827
Office/DSN: (916) 854-3252 / 466-
3252 or 1-(800) 449-9662

Carolann Wunderlin 
129 RQW
HQ 129th Rescue Wing/Family
Readiness
Building 680 Macon Road
California Air National Guard
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

144FW
Barbara Draughon
5323 E. McKinley Ave.
Fresno, CA 93727-2199
Office/DSN 59-454-5383/ 839-5383

146 AW
Jo Ann Bellen  
100 Mulcahey Dr.
Port Hueneme, CA
Office/DSN 805-986-7468/ 893-
7468
163ARW
Debbie Hambrick
1620 Graeber Street
March ARB, CA
Office/DSN 909-743-8380/ 447-
2165

Colorado
State Family Program Director
Frank Enos
6848 S. Revere Parkway
Centennial, CO 80112
Office/DSN: (303) 677-8844 / 877-
8844 or 1(866) 333-8844

140 WG
Mandy Romero
Buckley Air Force Base/140 S Aspen
St Stop 37
Aurora, CO 
Office/DSN:303-677-9116/ 877-
9116

Connecticut
State Family Program Director
Kimberly Hoffman
Connecticut National Guard 
Office of Family Programs
360 Broad Street
Hartford, CT 06105-3795
Office/DSN: (860) 493-2745/636-
0745 or 1-(800)858-2677

103 FW
Donna Rivera
100 Nicholson Rd.
E Granby, CT
Office/DSN: 860-292-2730/ 220-
2730

Washington DC
State Family Program Director
SGM Patricia Williamson
2001 East Capitol St.
Washington, DC 20003
Office/DSN:  (202) 685-9826/ 325-
9826

113 FW
Connie Moore
Family Readiness and Support
Office (FRSO)
Room 106
3252 E. Perimeter Road
Andrews AFB, MD 20762-5411
Office/DSN: 240-857-9746/None

Deleware
State Family Program Director
LTC Willie Barnes

1st Regiment Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19808-2191
Office/DSN: (302) 326-7050 / 440-
7050 or 1-(877) 482-7333

166 AW
Yolanda DiVirgilio
2600 Spruance Drive
New Castle, DE 19720
Office/DSN: 302-323-3327/445-
7327

Florida
State Family Program Director
CW4 Bobbi Hall
DCSPER-FR, P.O. Box 1008
St. Augustine, FL 32085-1008
Office/DSN: (904) 823-0360 / 860-
7360 or 1-(800) 226-0360

125 FW
Beth Eifert
FL Air National Guard 125 FW/FR
14300 FANG Dr.           
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Office/DSN: 904-741-7027/ 641-
7027

Georgia
State Family Program Director
LTC LaNita (Rene) Kuhn
935 E. Confederate Avenue
S.E., Building 21
Atlanta, GA 30316-0965
Office/DSN: 404-624-6454/ 338-
6454

116ACW
Eileen Byrd
280 First St
Bldg 155, Robins AFB, 
GA 32218
Office/DSN: 478-327-6180/ 497-
6180

165 AW
Frank Baker
1401 Robert B. Miller Jr. Dr.
Garden City, GA
31408-9001
Office/DSN: 912-966-8363/ 860-
8363

Guam
State Family Program Director
LTC Michael Martinez
622 E. Harmon Industrial Park Rd
Ft. Juan Muna, 
Tamuning, GU  96911-4421
Office/DSN: 671-647-2717/ 271-
2722

Hawaii
State Family Program Director
LTC Laura Wheeler
3949 Diamond Head Rd
Honolulu, HI 96816-4495
Office/DSN: 808-732-1823/ 292-
5190

154 WG
Loretta Hales    
360 Harbor Dr.
Hickam AFB, HI 96853-5517
Office/DSN: 808-448-7282/None

Iowa
State Family Program Directors
Catherine Luther
Camp Dodge, 7700 NW Beaver Dr.
Johnston, IA 50131-1902
Office/DSN: (515) 252-4416 / 431-
4416 or 1-(800) 294-6607

132 FW
Dyann Edwards
3100 McKinley Ave.
Des Moines, IA
Office/DSN: 515-256-8503/256-
8503

DeAnna Pennings
185FW
2920 Headquarters Ave.
Sioux City, IA, 51111
Office/DSN: 712-233-0817/585-
0817

Idaho
State Family Program Director
CW3 Judy Groner
4749 Kennedy St. Bldg 902
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN : (208) 422-3787 / 422-
3787 or 1-(800) 543-0007

124WG
John Spurny 
3787 W. Areonca St.
Boise, ID 83705
Office/DSN: 208-422-5374/422-
5374

Illinois
State Family Program Director
SFC Kelly Holdman
1301 N. Mac Arthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62702-2399
Office/DSN: (217) 761-3413 / 555-
3413 or 1-(800) 832-9225

126 ARW
May Alexander, Community
Manager 
126 Air Guard Way
Scott AFB, IL 62225
Office/DSN: 618-222-5761/ 760-
5761

182 AW
Susan Layhew
2416 South Falcon Blvd
Peoria, IL 61607-5023
Office/DSN: 309-633-5339/ 724-
5339

183 FW
Perry Jackson
3101 J. David Jones Pkwy.
Springfield, IL 62707-5001
Office/DSN: 217-757-1569/ 892-
8569

Indiana
State Family Program Director
Michael Conner
2002 S. Holt Rd. Bldg #3
Indianapolis, IN 46241-4839
Office/DSN: (317) 247-3192 / 369-
2192

122 FW
Lauri Turpin
3005 Ferguson Rd.
Fort Wayne IAP, IN 46809-0122
Office/DSN: 260-478-3279/ 786-
1279

181 FW
John Puckett, Community manager
800 S. Petercheff St.
Terre Haute,  IN 47803-5000
Office/DSN: 812-877-5658/ 724-
1658

122 FW
Connie Douthat
3005 Ferguson Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46809-0122
Office/DSN: 260-478-3409/ 786-
1409

Kansas
State Family Program Director
CW3 Valerie Garcia
AGKS-HRO-SFPC, 2800 SW
Topeka, KS 66611-1287
Office/DSN: (785) 274-1171 / 720-
8171 or 1-(800) 432-2447

190ARW
Tonya Van Sickle
5920 SE Coyote Dr.
Topeka, KS 66619-5370
Office/DSN: 785-861-4940/ 720-
4940

Kentucky
MSG Thomas Combs
KG-DCSPER-FP, Boone NG Center,
100 Minuteman Parkway
Frankfort, KY 40601-6168
Office/DSN: (502) 607-1549 / 667-
1549
Toll Free#: (800) 372-7601

123 AW
Paula McLain and Darlene Swanner
1101 Grade Lane
Louisvile, KY 40213
Office/DSN: 502-364-9647/741-
4647

184 ARW
Evelyn McSwain
52955 Jayhawk Dr., #28
McConnell AFB, KS 67221-9000
Office/DSN: 316-759-7092/ 743-
7092
Louisiana
State Family Program Director
CPT Susan Bush
Jackson Barracks. Bldg 57
New Orleans, LA 70146-0330
Office/DSN: (504) 278-8325 / 278-
8325
Toll Free#: (800) 541-5860

159 FW
Carrie Matirne
400 Russell Ave., Box 27 NAS-JRB
New Orleans, LA 70143-0027
Office/DSN #: 504-391-8505/457-
8505

Massachusetts
State Family Program Director
Maureen Serrecchia
Family Program Office, 14
Minuteman Lane
Wellesly, MA 02481
Office/DSN #: (508) 233-7222/256-
7222
Toll Free #: (888) 301-3103 ext 7222

102 FW
Gail Briggs-Watson
158 Reilly Street
Otis ANGB, MA 02542-5028
Office/DSN #: 508-968-4155/ 557-
4155

104 FW
Sandra Wakefield
175 Falcon Dr.
Westfield, MA 01085
Office/DSN #: 413-568-
9151EXT1183/ 698-1183

Maryland 
State Family Program Director
MSG Ann Weih-Clark
29th Division St. 5th Regiment
Armory
Baltimore, MD 21201-2208
Office/DSN #:  (410) 576-6019 /
None
Toll Free #: (877) 399-6221

175 WG
Karol Yox
2701 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21220
Office/DSN: 410-918-6768/243-
6768

Maine
State Family Program Director
SFC Barbara Claudel
DVEM, ATTN DPA-FP, State House
Station #33
Augusta, ME 04333-0033
Office/DSN #: (207) 626-4410 /
476-4410

101 ARW
Pattie Reynolds 
103 Maineiac Av, Ste 505
Bangor, ME  04401-3099
Office/DSN #: 207-990-
7494/7225/698-7494/7225

Michigan
State Family Program Director 
MSG Janet Weber
2500 S. Washington Ave.
Lansing, MI 48913-5101
Office/DSN #: (517) 702-5116 / 623-
0116 or 1-(800) 616-0128

110 FW
Robin Berry
3545 Mustang Ave.

Battle Creek, MI 49015-5509
Office/DSN # : 269-969-3493/ 580-
3493 or 1-(800)-753-6201 ext 3493

127 WG
Pam Harris
29423 George Ave., #101
Selfridge ANG Base, MI 48045
Office/DSN # (810)-307-5583/ 273-
5583

CRTC
Justin  Dyess
5884 A Street
Alpena, MI 49707-8125
Office/DSN: 989-354-6220/ 741-
3220

Minnesota
State Family Program Director
MAJ Jim Swanson
8180 Belden Boulevard, ATTN:
MNAG-JCEFO
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Office/DSN #: (651) 268-8208 /
825-8208 or 1-(888) 234-1274

133 AW
Ruth Anderson
133AW/GFN, Bldg 631, 631
Minuteman Dr.
St. Paul, MN 55111-4116
Office/DSN #: 612-713-2367/783-
2367

148 FW
Jennifer Kuhlman
4680 Viper St
Duluth, MN 55811-6031
Office/DSN #: 218-788-7833/825-
7833

Missouri
State Family Program Director
CW4 Michael McGuire
2302 Militia Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Office/DSN #: (573) 638-9827 /
555-9827 or 1-(800) 299-9603

131 FW
Kathy Fitzgerald
10800 Lambert International Blvd,
Stop 2
St. Louis, MO 63044
Office/DSN #: 314-527-6362/824-
6362

139 AW
Jane Lackey
705 Memorial Drive
St. Joseph, MO 64503-9307
Office/DSN #: 816-236-3517/356-
3517

Mississippi
State Family Program Director
CW3 Melissa Tanksley
P.O. Box 5027
Jackson, MS 39296-5027
Office/DSN #: (601) 313-6379 /
293-6379 or 1-(866) 369-6506

172 AW
Marianne Breland
141 Military Dr.
Jackson, MS 39232
Office/DSN #: 601-405-8211/828-
8211

186 ARW
Connie Myers
6225 M St.
Meridian, MS 39307-7112
Office/DSN: 601-484-9623/ 778-
9623

CRTC
Charles Carrigan 
4715 Hewes Ave., Bldg 1
Gulfport, MS 39507-4324
Office/DSN #: 228-214-6018/363-
6018

See LIST on Page 15
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Montana
State Family Program Director
Dorrie Hagan
P.O. Box 4789, 1900 N. Williams St.
Helena, MT 59604-4789
Office/DSN #: (406) 324-3239 / 324-3239 

120 FW
Susan Fairhurst
2800 Airport Avenue B
Great Falls, MT 59404-3750
Office/DSN #: 406-791-0867/ 781-0488

North Carolina
State Family Program Director
CPT Sherrell Murray
4105 Reedy Creek Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27607-6410
Office/DSN #: (919) 664-6324 / 582-9324 or
(800) 621-4136

145 AW
Kathleen Flaherty
5225 Morris Field Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28208-5704
Office/DSN #: 704-398-4949/231-4949

North Dakota
State Family Program Director
CPT Jackie Huber
P.O. Box 5511
Bismark, ND 58506-5511
Office/DSN #: (701) 333-2058 / 373-2058 0r
1-(800) 242-4940

119FW
Jody Harms
1400 28th Ave
No. Fargo, ND 58102-1051
Office/DSN #: 701-451-2112/ 362-8112

Nebraska
State Family Program Director
CSM Lamb
1300 Military Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68508-1097
Office/DSN: (402) 309-7331 / 279-7331 or
1-(800) 432-6778

155 ARW
Nicole A. Effle
2420 W. Butler Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68524-1885
Office/DSN: 402-309-1588/279-1588

New Hampshire
State Family Program Director
2LT Kenneth Leedberg
State Military Reservation, 4 Pembroke Rd.
Concord, NH 03301-5652
Office/DSN: (603) 225-1215 / 684-9215 or
1-(603) 225-1356

157 ARW
Bonnie Lee Rice
302 Newmarket St
Pease ANGB, NH 03803-0157
Office/DSN: 603-430-3545/852-3545

New Jersey
State Family Program Director
CW4 Ralph Cwieka
Joint Force Headquarters, 3650 Saylors Pond
Rd.
Office/DSN: (609) 562-0668 / 944-0668 or
1- (888) 859-0352

108 ARW
Tiffany L. Colby
3327 Charles Blvd.
McGuire AFB, NJ  08641
Office/DSN: (609)754-4479/650-4479

177 FW
Joan Searfoss
400 Langley Rd.
Egg Harbor Twp, NJ 08234-9500
Office/DSN: 609-645-6248/455-6248

New Mexico
State Family Program Director
MAJ Robert Wilson
10 Bataan Blvd.
Santa Fe, NM 87508-4277

Office/DSN: (505) 474-1220 / 867-8220 or
1- (866) 460-4100

150 FW
Therese Sanchez
2251 Air Guard Rd., SE (Fam Prog)
Kirtland AFB, NM 87117-5875
Office/DSN: 505-853-5668/263-5668

Nevada
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joanne Farris
2460 Fairview Lane
Carson City, NV 89701
Office/DSN: (775) 887-7328 / 830-5328

152 AW
Larry Miller
1776 National Guard Way
Reno, NV 89502-4494
Office/DSN: 775-788-4585/830-4585

New York
State Family Program Director
SGM Charles Steele
Attn: MNHF-FP, 330 Old Niskayuna Rd.
Latham, NY 12110-2224
Office/DSN: (518) 786-4774 / 489-4774

105AW
Kathy Laramee
One Militia Way, Stewart ANG Base
Newburgh, NY 11978-1201
Office/DSN: 845-563-2062/636-2062

106 RQW
Jim Linnen
150 Old Riverhead Rd
Westhampton Beach, NY
Office/DSN: 631-288-7033/456-7033

107 ARW
Carole Adamczyk
9910 Guardian St
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-6001
Office/DSN: 716-236-3411/238-3411

109AW
Beverly Keating
Stratton ANGB, 1 Air National Rd.
Scotia, NY 12302-9752
Office/DSN: 518-344-2357/344-2357

174FW
Mary Jo Timpano
NYANG, 6001 E. Molloy Rd.
Syracuse, NY 13211-7099
Office/DSN: 315-454-6577/489-9577

Ohio
State Family Program Director
CW2 Carmen Davis
2825 W. Dublin Granville Rd.
Columbus, OH 43235-2789
Office/DSN: (614) 336-7192 / 273-7192
or 1- (800) 589-9914

121 ARW
Carolyn J. Ebert
7370 Minuteman Way
Columbus, OH 43217
Office/DSN: 614-492-4417/696-4417

178FW
Jane Esprit
706 Regula Ave.
Springfield, OH 45502
Office/DSN: 937-525-2583/346-2583

179 AW
Faline Rowland
1947 Harrington Memorial Road
Mansfield, OH 44903-0179
Office/DSN: 419-520-6600/696-6600

180 FW
Judy York
2660 S. Eber Rd.
Swanton, OH 43558
Office/DSN: 419-868-4550/580-4550

Oklahoma
State Family Program Director
CPT Kenneth Iverson
3501 Military Circle
Oklahoma City, OK 73111-4839
Office/DSN: (405) 228-5591 / 628-5591

137 AW
Jennifer Lain
5624 Air Guard Dr.
Oklahoma City, OK  73159
Office/DSN: 405-686-5683/720-5683

138 FW
Connie Hurt
4200 N. 93rd E., Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74115-1699
Office/DSN: 918-833-7732/894-7732

Oregon
State Family Program Director
Diane Gooding
P.O. Box 14350, 1776 Militia Way
Salem, OR 97309-5047
Office/DSN: (503) 584-3543 / 355-3543
or 1-(800) 452-7500

142FW
Mary Bell
6801 Ne Cornfoot Road
Portland IAP, OR 97218-2797
Office/DSN: 503-335-4193/ 638-4193

173 FW
Tamra Narramore
211 Arnold Ave, Suite 30
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Office/DSN: 541-885-6112/ 830-6112

Pennsylvania
State Family Program Director
MAJ Joseph Conrad
Dept of Military and Veterans Affairs, Attn:
MP-FAO
Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA 17003
Office/DSN#: (717) 861-8841 / 491-8841
or 1- 800-634-1790

111 FW
Nicholas Monatesti
1151 Fairchild St.
Willow Grove ARS, PA 19090-5300
Office/DSN#: 215-443-1409/991-1409

171 ARW
Deb Krall
300 Tanker Road, #4221
Coraopolis, PA 15108-4221
Office/DSN#: 412-474-7365/ 277-7365

193 RD
Sabrina Lengner
81 Constellation Ct.
Middletown, PA 17057
Office/DSN#: 717-948-3155/ 423-3155

Puerto Rico
State Family Program Director
SFC Nydia Garcia
P.O. Box 9023786, San Juan, PR 00902-3786
E-Mail: nydia.garcia@pr.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN#: (787) 289-1516 / None

156 AW
200 Jose A. Santana Ave.
Carolina, PA 00979
Office/DSN: 787-253-5139/ 860-9139

Rhode Island
State Family Program Director
LTC Robert Behm
TAGRI.DP/FC, 645 New London Ave.
Cranston, RI 02920-3783
Office/DSN#: (401) 275-4194 / 247-4194
or 877-440-7994

143AW
Tina Scully
1 Minuteman Way
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Office/DSN: 401-886-0148/ 476-3148

South Carolina
State Family Program Director
MAJ Rayford McDowell
TAG-FP-Stop 1, 1 National Guard Rd.
Columbia, SC 29201
E-Mail: ayford.mcdowell@sc.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN#: (803) 806-1153 / 583-1153
Fax#: (803) 806-4499

169FW
Doris Luellen
1325 S. Carolina Rd., #28

Eastover, SC 29044-5028
Office/DSN: 803-647-8089/ 583-8089

South Dakota 
State Family Program Director
LTC Steve Dunn
2823 West Main St.
Rapid City, SD 57702-8186
E-Mail: steve.dunn@sd.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN#: (605) 737-6728 / 747-8728
or 1-800-658-3930

114FW
Rebecca Anderson
1201 W. Algonquin St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Office/DSN#: 605-988-5962/ 798-7962

Tennessee
State Family Program Director
MAJ Ronald Strahle
601 Fitzhugh Blvd.
Smyrna, TN 37167
E-Mail: ronald.strahle@tn.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN#: (615) 355-3996 / 683-3996
or 1-877-311-3264

118AW
Sherri Weathers
240 Knapp Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37217-2538
Office/DSN#: 615-399-5504/ 778-6504

134 AW
Stephen Latham
134 Briscoe Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37777-6203
Office/DSN#: (865) 985-3107/ 266-3107

164 ARW
Betty Gaskins
2815 Democrat Rd., Bldg 402, Rm 26
Memphis, TN 38118-1510
901-291-7125/726-7125

Texas
State Family Program Director
LTC Timothy Red
2200 W. 35th St., Bldg 42
Camp Mabry, TX 78703
E-Mail: timothy.red@tx.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN#: (512) 782-6748/ 954-6748
or 1-800-252-8032

136 AW
Jo Carter
300 Hensley Ave., #201
Fort Worth, TX 76127-1673
Office/DSN#: 817-852-3558/874-3558
147 FW
Terry Guidry
14657 Sneider St
Houston, TX 77034-5586
Office/DSN#: 281-929-2056/ 454-2056

149 FW
Shanita Lanier
107 Hensley St. Suite 1
Lackland AFB, TX 78236-0103
Office/DSN#: 210-977-6171/945-6171

Utah
State Family Program Director
2LT David Jones
UT-DCSPER-FP, P.O. Box 1776
Draper, UT 84020-1776
E-Mail david.jones@ut.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN#: (801) 523-4533 / 766-4533
Fax#: (801) 766-4846

Monica Streeter
765 N. 2200 W.
Salt Lake City, 84116-2999
Office/DSN#: 801-245-2524/245-2524

Virginia
State Family Program Director
MAJ Kimbra Benson
Attn: VAPA-FP, Bldg 316, FT Pickett
Blackstone, VA 23824
Office/DSN#: (434) 298-6129/ 438-6129
or 1-800-542-4028

192FW
Angie Wade
50 Falcon Rd., Suite 6

Sandston, VA 23150-2524
Office/DSN#: 804-236-7036/ 864-7036

Virgin Islands
State Family Program Director
Ms. Linda Todman
4031 La Grande Princesse, Lot 1B
Christianstead, VI 00820-4353
E-Mail: linda.todman@vi.ngb.army.mil
Office/DSN#: (340) 712-7787/ None
Fax#: (340) 712-7782

Vermont
State Family Program Director
Mrs. Lynn Bedell
789 Vermont National Guard Road
Colchester, VT 05446-3099
Office/DSN#: (802) 338-3347 / 636-3347
or 1-800-607-8773

158FW
Angela Prive
88 NCO Dr., Suite 114
South Burlington, VT 05403
Office/DSN#: 802-652-8035/ 220-8035

Washington
State Family Program Director
COL Phillip Glise
Bldg 33 Camp Murray
Tacoma, WA 98430-5000
Office/DSN#: (253) 512-7534 / 323-7534 
or 1-800-364-7492
141 ARW
1403 W. Wainwright Blvd.
Fairchild AFB, WA 99011
Office/DSN#: 509-247-7009/ 657-7009

DET-1
Angela Rivera
Building 106, 41st Division Way
Camp Murray, WA 98430
Office/DSN#: 253-512-3397/ 370-3397

Wisconsin
State Family Program Director
1LT Daniel Hanson
2400 Wright Street
Madison, WI 53708
Office/DSN#: (608) 242-3480 / 724-3480
or 1-800-292-9464

115 FW
Vicki Edgren
2625 Hoffman St. Bldg. 307
Madison, WI 
Office/DSN#: 608-245-4654/ 724-8654

128ARW
Debbie Schultz
1919 E. Grange Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53207-6199
Office/DSN#: 414-944-8249/580-8249

West Virginia
State Family Program Director
COL Glen Diehl
1701 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-1085
Office/DSN#: (304) 561-6380 / 623-6380
or 1-800-794-8273

130AW
Sharon Peters
1679 Coonskin Dr.
Charleston, WV 25311-5000
Office/DSN#: 304-341-6625/ 366-6625

167AW
Susan Sanders
222 Sabre Jet Blvd.
Martinsburg, WV 25401
Office/DSN#: 304-262-5590/242-5590

Wyoming
State Family Program Director
William Breckenridge
5500 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009-3320
Office/DSN#: (307) 772-5208 / 388-5208
Toll Free#: 800-635-4917

153AW
Denise Rampolla
217 Dell Range Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009
Office/DSN#: 307-772-6063/388-6063
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Oregon medics divert from training to life saving mission
By Sgt. Dan Purcell
122nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

CAMP TAJI, Baghdad, Iraq –Amidst the
noise of incoming medical evacuation heli-
copters, calls for stretchers could be heard as
Multi-National forces single-mindedly tend-
ed to the wounded and prepared them for
transport back to Camp Taji for medical
treatment.

Their helpful aid came quickly after anti-
Iraqi forces launched an indiscriminate mor-
tar attack on an Iraqi National Guard patrol
base in northern Baghdad that killed six Iraqi
National Guard troops and wounded 38 more
Oct. 19. The ING soldiers were from the
307th ING Battalion and were outside for
their morning formation when the mortars
first struck.

"Those people who attack Iraqis everyday
don't care who they kill," lamented one Iraqi
at the scene of the attack.  "If they had
missed us they could have hit the primary
school next door. Thank God the children
didn't get hurt."
During the ensuing chaos, Soldiers from the

2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division who were nearby, immedi-
ately began to assess the damage, rendering
first aid and calling for assistance.

Soldiers from Charlie Medical Company,
39th Support Battalion, 39th Brigade
Combat Team and 2nd Battalion, 162nd

Infantry (Oregon National Guard attached)
responded immediately by providing life-
saving first aid and casualty evacuation.

Preempting their original mission to go to a

nearby Iraqi police station to train policemen
in first aid, Capt. Demian San Miguel, com-
mander of Company B, 2nd Battalion, 162nd
Infantry Regiment, volunteered to assist in
the casualty evacuation.
"We were getting ready to go out and do our

mission, which is to train and mentor local
Iraqi policemen, when I heard from battalion
that the forward operating base was under
attack, so I got my Soldiers ready and went
up to the tactical operating center to see how
we could assist," San Miguel explained.
Charged with providing convoy security for

medical company, Citizen-Soldiers of the 2-
162 played a pivotal role in treating the
wounded and securing the casualty evacua-
tion.

"As soon as we got there, our medic and all
our combat lifesavers secured their rifles and
began the process of helping with bandaging
the wounded and transporting stretchers,"
San Miguel said. "I didn't have to say any-
thing, they all grabbed their bags and went to
work triaging and assessing and bandaging
those in need. We even got our translators
involved to help interpret the needs of the
injured ING.
"The ING are fighting for their country, and

the way I look at it, they are just like any
American Soldier...fighting for a free Iraq,
which is why my Soldiers took it very seri-
ously when they heard the ING needed assis-
tance and were there to support them 100
percent," San Miguel said.

"When I first heard what happened I
thought it was a bad joke, but when we got
there and I saw what had happened, I imme-
diately started checking the bandaged
wounds of ING personnel that didn't have an
attendant with them, and the only thing that

goes through your head is the training," Sgt.
Andrew Morey, a member of 2-162 Infantry,
remembered.

"Looking back at what I saw, the first thing
that came to mind was figuring out where to
start and the extent of the injuries," said Spc.
Ryan Miller, a medic with 2-162.
"Ultimately, it all falls back on training. You
don't really think about it, you just act on
what you know."

San Miguel said after the casualties had
been safely evacuated he went with his men
to the IP station to explain why the first aid
training was postponed.

"They said they understood, expressing
their concern for what happened to the ING,"
he said.  "It shows that there is a profession-
al relationship starting to build between the
two security forces."

Photos by Sgt. Dan Purcell
Troops evacuate wounded Iraqi National Guardsmen via a Blackhawk helicopter following an early morning mortar
attack on a patrol base in northern Baghdad Oct. 19. 

(Left) Spc. Ryan Miller, a medic, provides life-saving first aid to a wounded Iraqi
National Guardsman. (Above) Staff Sgt. Gabriel Sapp, a squad leader of
Company B, 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry Regiment of the 39th Brigade
Combat Team, checks on the status of his Soldiers. Sgt. Karl Kligel (center)
and Spc. Ryan Miller (right) are preparing to treat a wounded Iraqi.
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